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Account of the Celebration of the Queen's Birth-Davy. 


HE celebration of her Majefty’s birth-day took piace on 
Thu:fday, January £8, 1798. The morning was 
ufhered in with the ringing of bells, and at noon the Park and 
Tower guns were fired, All the branches of the Royal 
Family, except the Princefs of Wales and the Duachefs of 
York, aflembled at Buckingham-houfe to congratulate her 
Majetty. Atbalf paft twelve, the King and Queen, with the 
Princefles, went in their carriages to St. James’s, where the 
Ode for the New Year was performed. Forty boys, educated 
in Chrift’s Hofpital, intended for the fea, were brought up and 
taken much notice of by the King, to whom they tubmitted 
their performances in drawing. 

At half paft one the Drawing-room commenced, which 
was but thinly attended; the circle confifted, befides their 
Majeftics, of the Prince and Princefs of Wales, Dukes of 
York and Clarence, Prince Erneft, the Duke and Prince 
Wiliiam of Gloucefter, the Stadtholder, Princefs of Orange, 
and PrinceF rederic, Prince Rafpiola, Count D’Ufkull Gyllen- 
band, Count Tenentzicr, all the Foreign Ambafladors, the 
Archbifhops cf Canterbury and York, Bifhops of London, 
Winchefter, St. David’s, G'oucefter, and Rochefter, the Lord 
Chancellor, Speaker of the Houfe of Commons, the Matter 
of the Rolls, Lord Chief Baron, Lord Chief Juftice Eyre, 
the Lord Mayor, Sheriffs Williams and Hearne; Aldermen 
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Curtis, Watfon, and Sir John Eamcr; the Cabinet Minifters, 
and feveral of the nobility, &c. 

The Countefs of Pembroke attended on the Queen; and 
Ladies Caroline Waldegrave and Charlotte Bruce on the 
Princefles; the Countefs of Cacrnarvon attended on her Royal 
Highnefs the Princefs of Wales. 

The Court clofed at half paft five, and at fix the Royal 
Family fat down to dinner. 





LADIES DRESSES. 


Her Mayjesty—As vfual on her own birth-day, was plain 
though taftefully attired in a falmon-coloured {atin petticoat, 
ornamented with a patent lace trimming, in- perpendicular 
folds and two draperies of the fame, drawn up on each fide in 
feftoons with goats beard, hea’ed with wreaths of puce- 
coloured frivolity, and a deep flounce of the fame round the 
bottom of the coat; body and train of puce-coloured velvet, 
trimmed with goats beard and frivolity. 

The Princefs of Wales’s drefs was moft magnificent and 
elegant. We never witneffed one that difplayed more tafte 
and judgment. The colour was of the moft beautiful lilac, 
mixed with black velvet, embroidered with filver; the robe of 
the fame velvet, embroidered round to correfpond, and the 
neck and fhoulders covered with diamonds ; the head-drefs 
was quite new, remarkably becoming to her Royal Highnels, 
who never looked more interefting and beautiful, 

Princefs Augufla—A white crape petticoat, richly em- 
broidered, in green and gold fpangles in perpendicular diamond 
ftripes, with white velvet ftripes acrofs; a rich gold fringe 
flounce, ornamented with gold taflels; body and train of gieen 
and gold fatin, trimmed with gold fringe. 

Princefs Elizabeth—-A blue fatin petticoat, richly orna- 
mented with three draperies of point lace, each drapery being 
headed or divided by a broad white fatin fafh, elegantly embroie 
dered in gold fpangles and oak branches of gold foil, with a 
fath of the fame, croflirg the upper drapery from the right 
corner nearly to the centre of the coat, tied ina large bow, 
with a branch of gold laurel; pocket holes ornamented with 
point lace, gold cord, and taflels, with a lace flounce round the 
bottom ; body and train of white, blue, and gold fatin, trimmed 
with gold fringe. 

Princefs Mary—-Was drefled exaétly like the Princefs 
Augufta. 


Princefs 
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Princefs Sophia—A white crape petticoat, richly embroi- 
dered in gold {pangles, and fatin ftripes acrofs, with adeep em- 
broidered flounce, in akind of feftoon of vandyke, and gold 
taffel fringe ; a drapery flowered over the right corner, diffe- 
rently embroidered in gold ftripes; pocket-holes ornamented 
with gold cord taffels ; body and train of gold tiflue beauti- 
fully ornamented with worked flowers, and trimmed with gold 
fringe. 

Princefs Amelia—A white crape petticoat, embroidered in 
filver {pangles, and white velvet: ftripes acrofs, ornamented 
round the bottom with filver fringe and orange-coloured 
fpangles ; body and train of orange and filver fatin, trimmed 
with filver fringe. 

Duchefs of Northumberland—A white fatin train, with 
gold fringe ; the petticoat of crape, richly ornamented at bottom 
with an embroidery of brown and gold ; thedrapery of crape, 
ftriped with gold, was terminated with an embroidery of gold 
creicents upon brown velvet, 

Duchefs of Gordon—The moft remarkable, being her 
Grace’s own fancy ; it confilted of a rich white fatin petticoat 
and train, ftriped with fupertine fcarlet cloth, richly embroi- 
dered with filver, trimmed with filver fringe and taffels 5 
her head-drefs a white and filver turban cap, with an oftrich 
plume, 

Marchionefs of Bute—A white crape.petticoat, richly em- 
broidered with gold: fpangles and purple velvet, drawa in cles 
gant feftoons round the bottom, and tipped with gold branches 5 
a gold fringe flounce, and pocket- holes ornameated with gold 
cord and taflels; body and train of black purple aad gold 
velvet, trisimed with gold fringe. 

The Countefs of Harrington—A white crape petticoat, 
richly embroidered with brilliant ftones, in imitation of dia- 
monds, and filver fprigs, trimmed with a border of white fatin, 
decorated with brilliant ftones ; the train of white blue fatin, 
trimmed with filver, Her Ladyfhip’s head-drefs confifted of 
a bandeau of diamonds, with three oftrich feathers, 

The Countefs of Bedtive difplayed much tafte in the choice 
of her drefs; it was magnificently rich, though elegantly 
fimple: It was compofed of white crape, embroidered tn ftripes 
of gold, pariemé d’or, was fuperbly ornamented with gold 
chains, wheat-ears, black velvet, and coquelicot; body and 
trainof white fatin, ornamented with the fame colours as the 


petticoat, 
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The Countefs of Ely —A crape petticoat, ornamented with 
fable, in perpendicular ftripes; body and train of coquelicot 
and black fatin. 

Countefs of Cardigan—A white crape petticoat, richly 
embroidered in perpendicular ftripes of gold {pangles and pearl, 
and differently embroidered round the bottom with gold oak- 
branches, acorns and fpangled {collops ; a deep gold fringe 
flounce; body and train of white fatin, trimmed with gold 
fringe. 

Lady Kenyon—A coquelicot and brown ftriped velvet body 
and train 3 the petticoat of white crape trimmed with gold 
fringe, tafléls, and white fatin, 

Lady Caroline Waldegrave—-A white and filver fpangle 
embroidered petticeat, richly ornamented round the bottem 
with yellow fatin fath, plated over with black velvet and filver 
pearl,and a fi'ver chain above and below it, with embroidered 
drapers, edged with filver fringe, black velvet and fatin riband, 
afilver fringe flounce body and trainof black velvet, trimmed 
witb ycllow rivand and filver fringe. 

Lacy Walfingham—White crape petticoat, ornamented 
with gi¢en laure} jeaves in feltoons and wreathes, broad fiver 
fringe and taflcis, preen {atin train, with filver fringe. 

Lady Bofton—W hite crape pecticoat richly applique, yel- 
low and puce drapery ; the fame drawn up with puce velvet in 
feftoons, richly ornamented with beads, yellow leaves and rofes, 
a puce colour and fatin train. 

Lady Huntingfield—A white crape petticoat, richly em- 
broidered with gold fpangled chain, green foil fprigs, and co- 
guelicot and green velvet 5 a gold fringe flounce, headed with 
coquelicot riband, gold cord and taffels ; body and train black 
velvet, trimmed with gold fringe. 

Lady Mayorefs—A white crape petticoat, embroidered 
with gold fpangles and white fatin ftars ; a gold taffel fringe 
flounce ; body and train of black, purple and gold velvet. 

The Hon. Mrs. Carlton—A pink fatin body and train, 
triaimed with puce velvet; the petticoat white crape, trimmed 
with broad blond, and drawn up in feftoons, with beads, 
wreaths of pink flowers, and puce leaves, 

Mrs. Wilfon—A pink fatin body and train, trimmed with 
puce velvet; the petticoat white crape, trimmed with broad 
biond, and drawn up in feftoons, with beads, wreaths of pink 
flowers, and puce leaves, 

Mrs, Bertie—A white crape petticoat, beautifully orna- 

vented with green foil and geld fpangles, and richly trimmed 
with 
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with gold fringe ropes and taffels; the body and train white 
fating trimmed. with gold, fringe, and the fleeves covered 


with nct. 
Mrs. King—Petticoat of crapey elegantly ornamented with 


black velvet, coquelicot, and.gald; the train..of white. fatin, 
trimmed to correfpond with the petticoat. 

Mrs, Egerton—A rich embroider:d filver crape petticoat, 
trimmed with purple velvet, ornamented with broad filver 
chain and rich .fringe taflels; purpic velvet train, with filver 
fringe. 

Mifs Aylmer—A plain white crape petticoat, ornamented 
with two fcariet fatin ftripes acrofs, twifted round with gold 
cord, and pocker-holes sekseneneed with fcarlet riband, 

Mifs Vernon—Whlte crape. petticoat, richly ‘earbroidered 
with gold and laurel leaves ; drapery ornamented-with gold 
fringe. and taflels; white filver train, trimmed with gold, 

Two Mifs De Greys—White crape petticoat,. ornamented 
with yellow drapery -and white laurel leaves in feftoons 
and wreaths, with filver taflels, yellow. fatin: train, with 
chain. 

Milfs Irby—White crape petticoat, richly applique, puce 
velvet and blue fatin feftoons, drawn up in [prigs of filk 
flowers, with a blue fatin train. 











GENERAL OBSERVATIONS, 

The prevailing colours were coquelicot, brown, and royal 
purple, with gold | ornaments the hair wore ia loofe curls ia 
front, fat at the fides, to fhew the point of the ear, and either 
in Crop, or fhorttusned up behind. We atehappy.to obferve, 
that caps are ‘aga in introduced by the moft fathionable belles, 
as az ranger nems upon the head require mach tafte to make 
them tolerable 


GENTLEMEN’s DRESSES. 

His Majesvy—A dark green coat, embroidered all over 
with gold; a white fatin waiftcoat, alfo richly trimmed and 
ipangled. He wore the Order of St. George, and a diamond 
ftar on his breaft. 

Prince of Wales—Bluc, embroidered with filver. 

Duke of Clarence—A full-drefs naval uniform. 

Prince ErneQ—Dark chocclate, richly embroidered with 
gold. 

Duke of Gloucefter—A plain fuit of dark brown. 

Prince William of Gloucefter—A full diefs regimental 
uniform, 

THE 
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THE BALL 
The thinnefs of the company who attended the ball -room 
was perhaps unparalleled in the annals of Courtly etiquette. 
Their Majefties entered at a quarter before nine, and in a 
few minutes after, the minuets commenced in the following 
order, 
Duke of Clarence Princefs Augufta 
Prince Erneft Princefs Elizabeth 


Princefs Mary 
Prince Wm. of Gloucefter Princefs Sophia 


Lady Mary Murray 
Lord Morton Lady Elizabeth Murray. 


The country dances, four in number, were as follow : 


Duke of Clarence Princefs Augufta 
Prince Erneft Princefs Elizabeth 
Prince Wm. of Gloucefter — Princefs Mary 
Lord Morton Princefs Sophia 
Lord Weftmoreland Lady Mary Murray. 
Colonel Conyngham Lady M. Thynne. 


The dances concluded at eleven o’clock, when their Ma- 
jefties took leave of the company, a ceremony which, from 
the unexampled infignificance of their number, caufed very 
little delay in the departure of the Royal Familye—The feats 
were neatly empty, and altogether we never witnefled fo thin 
an affemblage on fuch an occafion. 

The illuminations were confined to the fub{fcription houfes, 
the theatres, the public offices, and the houfes of the trades 
people who ferve their Majeflies. 

The Portugueze Ambaflador made a very elegant ap- 
pearance, being attired in the military uniform of his country, 
a fcarlet fuit, richly embroidered with gold. 

The oniy new equipage confpicuous for beauty and ele- 
gance was {ported by Earl Spencer. The lower part of the 
coach is milk white, with a gold border, relieved by a filver 
moulding, the upper part and head plates, the arms, and front 
and fide pannels, confifting of the creft, coronet, and fup- 
porters, highly emblazoned in burnifhed gold. The box is 
on a Salifbury boot, the coronet and creft being emblazoned 
on the foot-board: Inthe front are three patent lamps mounted 
in filver; the carriage is a perch, red, picked out with brown 
and white; the furniture of the {prings and wheels is plated, 
but the coronets and crefts on the harnefs are folid filver:— 
The whole had a very elegant and fhowy appearance. 

9 Narrative 
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Narrative of the Particulars of the late Embaffy of Lord 
Macartney to China. 


(Continued from Page 71.) 


HE Clarence, in her paflage to Chu-fan harbour, an- 

chored the firft evening a little to the fouthward of 
Kee-to-point, in fevenieen fathoms water; and fo good a 
look-out was kept, that intelligence of her approach had ale 
ready been received at Chu-fan. An officer, from a Chinefe 
veflel paid a vifit on board, who, purfuant to inftructions, con= 
duéted the Clarence, with his boat, the next morning into 
Chu-fan harbour. 

Three hundred iflands are [aid to be comprifed between the 
Quee fans and Chu-fan harbour ; a {pace of about fixty miles 
inlength and thirty in width ; among which there are many 
valuable and commodcious harbours, fit for fhips of the greateft 
burden, This advantage, added tu its central fituatioa with 
regard to the eaftern coaft of China, and its contiguity to 
Corea, Japan, Leoo-keoo, and Formofa, make it a place of 
great trade, particularly to Ning-poo, a great commercial 
city, bordering on the province of Tche-tchiang, to which 
are annexed all the Chu-faniflands. Twelve vetiels are dif- 
patched annually for copper, from one of its ports to Japan. 

The oceafion of the Clarence’s arrival being made known 
to fome civil and military officers, who came on board for 
that purpofe, accompanied by a Chinefe merchant as interpreter, 
it was agreed that the party fhould dilembark in the morning 

‘to waiton the Governor, and make the demand, ‘This in- 

terpreter, formerly concerned in trade with the agents of the 
Eaft India Company while they were permitted to frequent 
this coaft, had not entirely forgotten the Englith language. 
In a converfation with him he declared, that the Englith had 
given no caufe for umbrage ; that he attributed the inter- 
diction to the intrigues aod interefted views of the governing 
officers of Canton ; and, perhaps, dreading an innovation of 
principles, to that jealous cye with which the Chinefe goe 
vernment always regarded ftrangers. 

As foon as the Governor had iniormation that the Clareace 
belonged to the embafly, he ordered provifions of every kind 
on oad, He allo politely received the gentlemen on fhore 
the next morning, and invited the:n to partake of dramatic 
and otucr amulements. He had before been apprized of the 
Ewpbaflador’s arrival in the Lion, and had fent his Excellency 

a formal 
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a formal invitation to his houfe, where fplendic preparations 
were making for his.reception, © The ardent defire of repair- 
ing with all fpeed into the prefence of the i:mperor was ad- 
mitted as a fufficient. apology, as. well as for urging an early 
departure of the pilots. 

The Governor had provided pilots who were capable only 
of carrying them to the next port, at which others were fue. 
ceffively to be procured, till they fhould arrive at Tien-fing, 
The danger of coafting w'th fuch large fhips, the frequent 
occafion to caft anchor, and a defire for a dire& navigation to 
the Gulf of Pekin being infifted on, he requefied till next 
morning to determine on the bufinefs. 

In the interim the party went to view the city of Ting- 
hai, about a mile diftant.—It is environed by a wall thirty 
feet high, overtopping the houfes, moft of which have only 
one ftory. Several {quare ftone towers were erected upon 
the walls; in the parapets were embrafures, and in the mere 
Tons holes for archery. Within a double gate was a guard- 
boufe, furnifhed with bows and arrows, matchlocks and pikes, 
all placed in proper order ; and foldiers were there on duty. 
The town had many bridges, being interfected by canals; the 
ftrects were narrow, paved with fquare flat ftones ; the thops 
numerous, and the goods for fale well difplayed ; efpecially 
coffins, which were painted in various colours. Dogs and 
other imall quadrupeds, poultry, fifh in tubs of water, and ecls 
in (and, all intended for food, were expofed alive for fale.— 
Both fexes were drefled in loofe garments and trowlers; no 
paupers about the ftreets; induftry feemed to prevail; and 
the fields were cultivated like a garden. 

Women of the middling and inferior clafles, aping the un- 
natural cuftom of their fuperiors, who confider a {mall foot 
as a mark of beauty, fuffer much pain and inconvenience by 
having their feet maimed and diftorted. The great toe is the 
only one left to aét_ with frecdom, the reft are doubled down 
under the foot in their tendereft infancy, and retained by com- 
prefies and tight bandages, till they unite with, and are buried 
in the fole. This gives them an awkward, hobbling gait, 
caufing them to walk upon their heels, and to totter as they 
pafs. The fame preflure is applicd by tome to the ankle— 
Some of the female mountaineers of the lower clafs are 
exempt from this barbarous cuftom; but they are holden in 

the greateft contempt by the others; neither is this habit 
practifed in Hindoftan, or Turkey, where women are kept 
more clofely confined than in China. 
6 In 
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In the morning the party went, by appointment, to the hall 
of audience, a, fpacious building with galleries around it. 
The roof was fupported by pillars of wood; and thefe, with 
the beams and rafters, were painted red, and highly varnifhed. 
Round the columns, and under the crofs beams, were 2 great 
number of lamps or lanterns of various fhapes and fizes, ful- 
pended by filken cords, The luminating part of fome were 
made of ‘thin’ filk, having various devices of needlework 5 
others; ‘not lefs than two feet in diameter, of a cylindric form, 


‘were made of one uniform piece of horn, which being lighter 


than, is preferred-to glafs. They are in common ule, not 
only intheir houfes, but in their temples. 

The feams or joinings are rendered invifible by an art found 
out by the Chinefe, of which the following is faid to be a 
pretty exact defcription.—The horns, chiefly thofe of fheep 
and goats, are: to be put into water, and boiled till they are 
foft. In this ftate they are to be cut open,-and flattened by 
tepeated ftrokes with a hammer; after which they may be 
eafily feparated into thin lamin or plates. To join two of 
thefe together, the fides are to be made ftraight, and both edges 
chamfered, as joiners do a piece of wood. They are then to 
be expofed to het fteam, and as foon as they are thus ren« 
dered foft, the two chamfered or furrowed edges are to be put 
in contaét, and preffing them clofe with any convenient in- 
ftrument, they will be firmly incorporated. 

The Governor now made his appearance at the hall, ac 
companied by a civi] magiftrate. The latter wore upon his 
breaft a fquare piece of party coloured filk, upon which was 
embroidered a phoenix ; the Governor’s had a tyger wrought 
upon his, emblematic of his military fun@tions. Tea followed 
an interchange of compliments, after which he aflerted, that 
ithad long been the cuftom of the Chinefe to navigate along 
the coaft from province to province, and that that mode, in 
the prefent inftance, muft be the moft eligible ;—that the port 
of Chu-fan was only an auxiliary port to the greater one of 
Ning poo, and not able to furnith fuch pilotsas were required. 
To this it was anfwered, that as the Englith fhips were much 
larger than the Chinefe, and of a different conttrustion, they 
required a mode to be followed different from their ufual prac- 
tice ; and that as Ning-poo might fupply fuch pilots as could 
not be met with at Chu-{fan, they would immediately go thithes 
in fearch of them, 

The Governor inftantly took the alarm. Their departure 
for Ning-poo, he faid, would be conftrued by the Emperor as 
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proceeding from an improper or cool reception, and that he 
might not only be difmifled from his office, but be divefted of 
his honours 3; pointing to a red globular button ir his bonnet, 
' betokening the fecond clafs of magiftracy inthe empire, of 
which there are nine ; and, ftri€tly {peaking, no other rank or 
dignity in the country. 

To avert the danger, he undertook to find pilots capable of 
taking the fquadron to the defired place, Orders were in- 
ftantly difpatched into town, commanding all perfons who had 
ever been at Tien-fing to repair forthwith tothe hall of au- 
dience. Several came, and underwent examinations; and 
at laft two were found who had often traded to that port, and 
who faid, the {quadron might be carried to a fafe and commo- 
dious harbour, under the ifland of Mi-a-tau, withina day or 
two’s fail of Tien-fing. 

The Governor charged thefe two men to prepare. them- 
felves inftantly to go on board the Clarence, and to pilot the 
Englifh hips into the harbour he mentioned, or as near to 
Tien-fing as was practicable. It was in vain they urged the 
diftrefs of their familics, or the lofs of their bufinels ;—the 
Emperor’s orders, he faid, muft be obeyed, and he could liften 
tono remonftrance. 

The gentlemen now returned on board the Clarence to 
make ready for departure ; and very fhortly after they had an 
unexpected vifit from the Governor, ftimulated as much, pers 
haps, by curiofity as civility. The pilots being now on board, 
ne Clarence got under way, and the next day rejoined the 

ion, 

In her abfence the Embaffador had been vifited by the depu- 
tation mentioned at Chu-fan, and alfo by the Governor of the 
province. Both had folicited his Excellency to partake of 
entertainments on fhore, which were declined on excufes fimi- 
lar to thofe before mentioned. 

(To be continued.) 





O-N. ORATOR. Y. 


To the E D I ye O R. 

SIR, 
RATORY is one of thole charms which have feduced 
maikind in all ages, out [ almoft begin to think, that, 
like other charms, there is more of witchcraft than buman 
agency in it, and more of pleafure than utility to be derived 
from 
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from it. I have little doubt that this opinion will appear no 
better than downright herefy, in an age when oratory is cul- 
tivated ina much higher degree than formerly, and when he 
who fpeaks longeft is fuppofed to {peak beft. I derive my 
opinion, however, from a pretty attentive obfervation of the 
effets of oratory on all claffes of men, from the auguft fe- 
nate to the petty debating club. In the former I never yet 
heard of a man receiving conviétion, nor in the latter informa- 
tion from oratory. 

Oratory, it may be granted, isa very delightful thing. It 
is a matter of great curiofity, to hear one of our modern Ci- 
ceros tofling about a prodigious quantity of tropes and meta- 
phors for three or four hours together, and exhautting his lungs 
in proportion as he wears out the patience of his hearers, 
Yet when the curious part of this tcene is over, how much 
remains ? The hearers have a confufed remembrance of 
fomething, they know not what, which occafionally tickled 
their ears and thrilled their nerves, but if they are to exert the 
prerogative of a vote, it is precifely the fame they would have 
given if the orator had made as many figns as he {poke words, 

It appears to be very furprifing that fo much fhould be at- 
tributed to oratory, when it really performs fo little. An emi- 
nent periodical writer fays, that he would recommend oratory, 
if he could once find a fpeaker in “Change Alley raifing the 
price of ftocks by the power of eloquence; and I fhould yee 
more heartily fubfcribe to the magic powers of oratory, if a 
man could by the graces of elocution reduce the price of pro- 
vifions, or by ahappy felection of tropes and metaphors enable 
us to pay taxes without a murmur. Indeed, of eloquence, 
Tam inclined to afk the fame gueftions as Sir John FalftaffF 
afks refpe&ting honour. “ Can honour fet aleg? No. Or 
an arm? No. Or take away the gricf of a wound? No.” 
It would indeed be a glorious thing if oratory could provide 
for any of the neccflities of life; if, for inftance, a man fomes 
what embarrafled near quarter-day, could go upon the Royal 
Exchange, and by a few flowers of rhetoric obtain the loan 
of afum of money. 

Divines, indeed, have claimed oratory as one of their pri- 
vileges, but we do not find that many are eminently diftine 
guifhed as orators, unlels by the rebounding effyct of their 
Voices on the walls of an empty church, while an illiterate 
mechanic, who deals about him nothing but terror and alarm, 
fhall be heard with attention by a congregation too large for 
any church, Lawyers, too, ftudy this art, becaufe they fancy 
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they gain their caufes by it. Alas! take away the evidence 
of the witnefles, and what becomes of their oratory? Befides, 
I have obferved lately, and I will appeal to the experience of 
my readers for the truth of it, that many of our modern ora 
tors ftudy fo much how to fay fine things, and cull uncommon 
expreffions and far-fetched metaphors and comparifons, as to 
be far beyond the reach of a mixed audience. This feems to 
amount to a proof that oratory is of no other ufe than to fhow 
thata man has a good memory, and very good lungs, and if 
he does not {peak tothe purpofe hia.felf, will be able to take 
up the time of thofe who would. 

Politicians, above al) others, are attached to the ftudy of 
oratory, which appears to me (who think fo hereticaily on that 
fubject) to be very furprifing, for what has.it done for them? 
Oratory can neither make war nor.peace. It is of noufe in 
raifing the finances, and the moft brilliant Chancellor of the 
Exchequer muft confels that his fineft turned periods, and 
moft apt antithefis never made a tax geitle, or palatable. 

In all the profeffions I bave yet mentioned, oratery may 
ferve to employ time, but I am_not quite convinced that that 
is an article fo abundant as to requirea conftant confumpition 
of it. Oratory may employ time, but furcly there are, ways 
of effecting the fame purpofe with far more utility. Befides, 
Tet it be obferved that in this refpe& an orator eftablifhes a 
monopoly, which is not very fair. He not only confumes his 
own time, but the time of every perfon who hears him, and is 
upon a level with. them as a Sufferer, only becaule he can give 
as lame an account of his expenditure as they. 

But to revert a little to politics—The talking part of poli- 
tics may poflibly be very well performed by oratory, but that 
is a {mall part neceffarily, though cuftom has enlarged it... The 
aélive part never was in any inftance indebted to the moft 
brilliant eloquence. Ifa general could make a. {peech of 
three hours to his army before an engagement, of what con- 
fequence would it be but fo weaken his opportunity, by giving 
his enemy time toact, while he wastalking ? And if the gal- 
Jant Duncan had broke Prifcian’s head, as the pirate is, inftead 
of the Dutch line, I queflion whether he would not have 
gained empty praife, at the expence of the folid advantages he 
procured. 

In a word, Sir, if we examine univerfally into the ufes of 
oratory, the actual benefits it has conterred upon mankind, 
I almoit venture to fay that we fhould find them fo very few 2s 
to recommend it rather as an amulement, than a neceHfary ate 
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complifhmens, and more fit for: the fchool, than--either the pul- 
pit, the bar, or the fenate. What is it but mere found, when 
put in.competition with a:few-plain and unornamented facts, 
fpoken intelligibly, and fromthe heart, utiered with fincerity, 
and directed by honeft in entions? Deprive our long orations 
of. what is-redundant and figurative, and it wili appear, either 
that truth has been loaded with. ornament to a degree of ob- 
feurity, orthat falfe.ood has been put into the garb. of truth 
and fincerity, for the purpofes of temporary delufion and po- 
pular clamour. ., ("3 
Iam, Sir, &c. 


A MAN: OF FEW WORDS. 





An Account.of the Rhine-fall,: one of. the Cataraéts of 
that River, near Schaffhaufen, a Vown and Canton of 
Swrizerland. ; 


[From Holcroft’s Tranflation of Count Stolberg’s Travels. ] 


BOUT a league before we came to ScaaFnaufen, we faw 

the Roine in the valley, among woody fhores, {trongly 

courfing its clear waves of emerald green, after having re- 

frefhed itfelf in the lake of Conftance. . The top of a hill, in 

the foreft over this {tream, divides the German empire (there 

no longer German) from Switzerland balf..a league before we 
come to Schaffhaulen, No longer German! 

No!—By the facred waves of the Rhine, which rifes 
among the mountains of our more free alltes; and which, 
watering the plains of the Batavians, lovers of liberty, empties 
ittclf in the fea ; No: Our. brethren, of- thefe hills. and out 
brethren of thofe plains, are no longer German ; becaule they 
would no longer eudusesne. \oke of tyranny... We. conteme 
plate them with relpeét:. Yet may they never forget their 
origin! We cal areprafpyctive look of adusiration over their 
Gark valleys, with a hope, that the time may come when ‘the 
clouds that envelope opr own bills dhall dilappear. Here and 
there, where and when (hall be neceflury, may the mountains 
be vifible! lf they portend ftormsy, they, likewife portend 
fertility. But oh! neyer may Germanys lice France, miltake 
the brand of extermin.ting difcord tor the fire of Heaven! 
With fuch a deluge may her parched plains never be fere 


tilized ! 
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The Rhine near Schaffhaufen is very beautiful, and flows 
over beds of rocks. In former times, there certainly were 
warehoufes here, for merchandize brought down the ftream; 
from Bunden, Lindau, Conftance, and other partss The 
goods were unloaded here, becaufe of its vicinity to the fall of 
the Rhine, From thefe the town took its names In the 
Switzerland, Swabian, and Auftrian dialects, the word /chaffen 
fignifies to buy and fell. 

In the afternoon, we vifited the fall of the Rhine. Ohthat 
Icould give’ you an idea of this fpeétacle ! But -defcription, 
imagery, recollection itfclf, all fink under the tafk. I faw it 
three times; and my aftonifhment at the laft time was as great 
as at the firft. It amazed me now, when a man, as much as it 
had done when I was a youth. 

I appear to have faid fomething, and yet I have faid nothing, 
when I relate that the broad ftream, among bold cliffs, over- 
grown with trees, colleGs its waters in a prodigious mafs ; 
which, though difturbed, here and there rifes in circles of 
tranflucent green; and, with thundering din and raging im- 
petuofity, dividing itfelf into three unequal cataracts, dafhes 
headlong againft the rock below: That daringly refifts the 
ungovernable fury of the torrent! Daring, and dignified ; yet 
not unchaftized: As the deep cavities in its bed, and its 
perforated fides, too plainly thew. 

On the loweft of thefe high fhores, to the right of the 
water-fall, ‘in the territory of SchatFhaufen, ftands a thread 
mill. Oppofite to this, in the diftri@ of the canton of Zurich, 
and on avery high rock, the caftle of Laufen is built. 

A ftranger is firft taken befide tl:e thread mill, where he is 
fuddenly furprifed ; and his aftonifhment pleafingly yet 
terribly excited. He is then led, by a fmall winding path 
round the foot of the hill, to acircular bafon of the ftream; 
and, being there placed oppofite to the waterfall, he learns 
that the cataraét, at which he has been amazed, is formed only 
by the fhores and‘a rock that projects out of the ftream, which 
conftitutes about a fifth part of the waterfall. 

Here he perceives the whole ftream compreffed between its 
rocky fhores and three infulated cliffs. He is then taken intoa 
tmali boat, pafies the cataract on the dancing waves, and is 
Janded on the fide of Zurich, Here, below the cattle of 
Laufen, is a fcaffolding built over the waterfall. You afe 
obliged ta wait fome thort time, till a {mali door is opened ; 
the key of which is keptin the caftle; ftanding immediately 
over the ftream, and liftening to its thunder, You then look 
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down.upon the terrific gulph. .The imagination, overpowered, 
is dreadfully .perfuaded that it fhall be hurried into the deep. 
No poffible idea can be formed of the force of the water; or 
of the refittlefs violence with. which it. rufhes,. The poet 
Lenz, ftanding here, itruck his thigh, and exclaimed, ‘*, Hier 
iff eine Wafperholle a/” 

After a fall thus rapid, the water is proje&ted back toa great 
height; forming a cloud, white and denfe as the fmoke of a 
forge, which conceals all beyond it, Every buth onthe rocky 
fhores is dripping: When the fun fhines, the colours of the 
rainbow play in the froth and the rifing vapours, 

No fpe@acle of nature ever fo fixed aad feized upon my 
mind as this. My Sophia trembled, and turned pale. My 
young fon gazed, in filent admiration, at che ftream; for theg 
clouds of {pray concealing all around, it was the only. vifible 
obje&, We ftood motionlefs ; in a fearful. yet holy trance, 
I feemed as if I intimately felt the prefens numen: The 
divinity, prefent and ative. While recollecting the. manifet 
omnipoteuce of God, I was overpowered with the. fenfation of 
his all mercifullove. _ It appeared as. if the glory.of.the .Lord 
pafled before me; and I {carcely could forbear falling on my 
face and exclaiming —Oh Lord Gad, how. gracious.and bence 
volent art thou ! 

We had proceeded aconfiderable way on our return before 
we broke filence. it was not till our ftrong feelings begaa to 
cool that we had a tranfient recollection of the philolopher, 
who, while beholding the fall of the Rhine, afked, with cold 
apathy, “ Of what utility is this?’ A philofopher will 
anlwer, when a fage will be filent: A philofopher may likewife 
queftion, when a fage will be filent. Mano, my good Sir, lives 
noton bread alone. He has more dignified wants.. While 
with trembling rapture he glances at nature in all her great- 
nels, he can conne& the utility of a thread mill with the fub- 
limity of a cataract, 


* Literally : «* Here isa water Hell.” 


— ~ —_ ——~«, 


DETACHED THOUGATS of MONTESQUIEU. 


F I knew any thing that would be ufeful to myfe!f, and at 
the fame time prejudicial to my family, 1 would erafe ic 
from my mind ; if I knew any thing that would be ‘afeful to 
my family, but prejudicial te my country, I would ftrive to 
forget 
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forget it; if I knew any thing that would be ufeful to my 
country, but prejudicial to mankind, I fhould look upon it as 
acrime. : 

We are aHowed* to afpire’to the higheft ‘fituations in our 
country, becaufe it is permitted to every citizen to with to be 
ufeful to-his country. Befides, a hoble ambition (when pro- 
pérly diredted} is a fentiment véry ufeful to fociety; for, asthe 
phyficat world fabfilts only becaufe every particle of matter tends 
to fly off trom the centre, fo the political world fuftains itfelf by 
the inward and reftlefs defire that every one has ‘to remove 
from the fitwation int which he is placed. 

The heroifa that found morality avows has very few charms 
for moft' thet; the heroifmi that deftroys morality ftrikes us 

cand forces our admiration. 

There are no perions that [ have. ever more completely de- 
fpifed; than witlings, and petfons of rank devoid of probity. 

‘My principle has always been, never ‘to do that by another 
perfon ‘which I could do by myfelf. “This has enabled me to 
make my fortune by the means which | had‘in my own power, 
moderation and frugality ; and-never by means external to 
myfclf; which are but too often ‘bale or ‘unjuit, 

I love to frequent thofe-houfes’ where 1 can come off well 
with my every-day underftanding. 

I doat upon friendthip. -I never remember in my life to 
have given away four Louis d’ors from oftentation, or to have 
paid four vifits from views of intercft. 

It was my intention to have made my Efprit des Loix,a 
work of greater extent, and ‘to*have confidered many parts of 
it more fully. I am now become unable to do as I intended. 
My ftudies have weakened my eyes ; and what Eght remains 
within is merely that of twilight, in which they will foon fet 
for ever. 

Lam not fo humble as the atheifts ‘are. I would not change 
my hopes of immortality tor all their quictifm. 

In the courfe of my life i have been very foolith, but have 
never been malignant. Wher TI fee a man of worth, | never 
attempt to take him to pieces. 

Thofe perions who have little to do are great talkers. A 
man talks, in general, in proportion to the fmall” degree of 
thought which he poflefles. 

In the whole courfe of my life I have never known any 
perfons completely de(pifed, except thofe who keep bad come 

pany. 
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An ANECDOTE, 


if is with pleafure we infert the following inftance of bene 
volent attention to the diftrefles of a deférving clergyman, 
recently fhewn by the prefent worthy Bifhop of Exeter. 

The Rev. John Ridd, a clergyman in the north of Devon, 
was lately in fuch great diftrels as to folicit relief by a public 
fubfcription. He has a wife and five infant children, whom he 
had long fupported on the feanty pittance arifing from a cu- 
racy; and his character appearing to be undlemilhed, the fub- 
{cription was liberally fupported by the fuperior clergy and 
gentry of the diocefe, and he was thus releafed from his embar- 
rafiments. The Lord Bifhop of Exeter, greatly to his ho- 
nour, without any other knowledge of this worthy man than 
what arofe from thefe public circumitances, has now crowned, 
this good work by beftowing on him the vicarage of Cole« 
ridge, near Chulmleigh, worth about 100l. a year. 





On the TRUE DIGNITY of MAN. 


ASCAL, in his * Thoughts,” fays, that * The dignity 

of man confifts in his power of thinking; that itis the 
eflence of his natures; and that he fhould therefore endeavour 
to think always rightly.” 


Dr. Jobnfon, in a letter to Mifs Sufan Thrale, thus nobly 
dilates and enforces Pafcal’s obfervation : 

« Life, to be worthy of a rational being, mutt be always in 
aftate of progrefion: We mutt always purpofe to da more 
and better than in time paft. The mind is enlarged and ele- 
vated by mere purpofes, though they end as they begin, by 
airy contemplation ; we compare and judge, though we do not 
pradiife,” 





Anfwer, by Lavinia, of ‘Yeovil, to Ocdipus’s: Query, inferted 
June 20, 1797- 


eo animal alluded to in the query is acat; which, with- 
out tranfpofition, will exprefs the following three ‘hings, 
exclufive of itfelf, viz. 1. a ftand, in ‘the torm of cheval de 
Jrize; 2d. a whip; 3. a kind of thip. 

Vou. XXXL, P Anfwer, 


















































Anfwer, by Oedipus, of 
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Yeovil, to W. Hoare’s Charade, inferted 


November 13+ 


WN calm and BLUE appears the tky, 
Tofs-pot will o’er his bottle fing ; 


Regardlefs how his time doth fly, 
More happy than an eaftern King. 
Now let ¢ ofe join his joys who dare, 


Like BLUE-BOTTLES they fhort-liv’d are. 


*] We have received the like anfwer from J. Bradridge, 
and J. Gidley, of Deaa Prior; W.and T. Maddick, of Rat= 
tery; W. Bickham, junior, of Aihburton; and G. Hazel, of 
Barnftaple. 













A REBUS, by W. Hoare, of Dean Prior. 


AGACIOUS BARDS, and riddling iwains, 


A lyric poet firft expiain ; 
Then fecood y you mutt unfold, 
A famous patriarch of old; 

_ The fon of Mercury retain, 
Whom fair Aurora lov’d in vain; 
A lovely female is requir’d, 

Who by Leander was admir’d; 
He who afiitted Herc’ies thew, 


When he the monftruous hydra flew ; 


The grandfon of Apollo bring, 
Who challenged a mufe to fing ; 
A King of Italy defery, 
Who was Eneas’ firm ally ; 
A centaur next mult be difplay’d, 
Which was a conftellation made ; 
One of the graces then apply, 
Who was the mufe of comedy ; 
A celebrated prince declare, 
Diftinguith’d in the Trojan war ; 
Next an amufement bring to fight, 
In which ‘no doubt you take delight ; 
A river laft elucidate, 
Whole waters do inebriate ; 
When the initials are combin'd, 
A noble fcience you will find, 
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Ne mn 


An cccafional Prologue, fpoken to the celebrated Tragedy of The 


eof Aquiiea. Performed by the Young Gentlemen of 


Mr. Weatherdon's School, in Newton Abbot, on Friday the 152b 
of December, 1797+ 


ECEMBER now proclaims the clofing year, 
D And once again we yreet your prefence here ; 
Azan, from cuftom, we our fcen’ry raife, 

In hopes our efforts may obtain your praiie: 
But io! our elder brothers all are gone, 

Who here in fplendid charaéters have fhone— 
An unexperiene’d band to night appears, 
Whofe firtt attempts are fraught with doubts and fears; 
But being a‘! with emulation fir’d, 

And wish the love of learning too infpir’d, 

We venture now, with cautious ftep, to tread 
The flipp’ry path our brothers here have led ; 
Like them we dare in tragic mood to prate, 

If not to equal, yet to imitate ; 

We hope at leait like buiterflies to rife, 

Firit craw] on earth, and next attempt the kkies; 
Scorning to be by ignorance confin’d, 

We follow fcience with afpiring mind. 


Beneath this roof, our great and only plan, 

Ts well to form the icholar and the man; 
The hidden tracts ot learning to explore, 

With ufeful knowledge thence the mind to flores 
T’ endeavour alio truly to poflefs 

Gentcel behaviour, and poiite addrefs; 

With each accomplifhment that’s known to pleafe, 
By graceful air and unaffected eafe: 

Thefe by the drama’s rules we itrive to gain, 

As well as moral precepts thence obtain: 

Since Shakefpeare firit began to draw mankind, 
To picture life, and thew the impaffion’d mind, 
The great and wife have ever deem’d the ftage 
The moral ichool of each enlighten’d age; 

Faint is the Jeffon reas'ning rules impart— 

The icenic mule impreffes trong the heart; 

If virtue be her theme, we fuaden glow 

With gen’rous fame; and what we feel we grow : 
If vice the paint, indignant paffions rile, 

The villain {ees himfelf with loathing eyes ; 
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His foul ftarts, confcious, at another’s groan, 
And the pale tyrant trembles on his throne : 
Striking examples hence we have in view, 
That teach both what to fhun and what purfue. 


But let me now your kind indulgence afk, 
To cheer our hearts whilft we perform our tafk ; 
Faults we have many—but, to balance thefe, 
We'll ail exert our utmoit pow’r to pieaie. . 
EXIT. 


Another enters, dreffed for bis CharaZer, who proceeds. 


Since he’s gone off, and mention’d not the play, 
P'm jult ttepp’d out (cho’ drefs’d) few words to fay : 
Our icenes prefent a liege in ftory known, 

Where Roman brav’ry in A milius fhone; 

Where virtue, itriving with tyrannic force, 

By perfeverance broke its daring courfe ; 

Since Gallic enemies then make their boatt, 

In hoftile form t’ invade Britannia’s coatt; 
Anu fince they aim, with democratic band, 
To fpread their horrors o’er our peaceful land ; 
Let each true Briton his affiltance jend, 

And, like Amilius, prove his country's friend ; | 
Like him with reioiution firm oppofe, 

Till valour crufh the proud, infulting foes ; 








Let ALL unite—we need not harbour fears, 
Blefs’d witn Militia, and our Volunteers ; 4 
Our fleets befides, o’er all triumphant reign, 
And Duncan, Howe, and Jervis rule the main; I 
By chefe protected, let us joyful fing, 
God {ave our country, and jong live our King ! v 
a 
mics a 
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OUD how!s the dreadful blaft; the low’ring tky n 
Poriends the coming ftorm ; with jrantick haite | 
‘Tne ¢ embiing ruiticks to the village fly ; 
The lightning flahhes’ crofs the dreary wafte. I 
‘T he turious biliows dath againft the thore ; | 
The ricky caverns echo to tne roar; g 
The {creaming {ea- birds from the caverns fly, I 
Borne by their rapia pinions toaring high. hi 
The threaten’d itorm in dreadful torrents falls ; ei 
‘The rattling thunder echoes thro’ the air; 
The teaman’s whiitle, and repeated calls, B 
Are icarcely heard amidit the dreadful war fo 
Oi elements: nor once does pallid fear Is 
Snike his void breatt, or fill his heart with care. i 
CLAUDIO. : 
Warminfier, December 22, 1797. 





